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man 


a shadow 

By Antony Terry 

Bonn, Saturday 

■ THE LEGENDARY "man with- 
' out a shadow is said that 
no ; photograph exists of. him 
which is less than 20 years old 
—is retiring. General. Reinhard 
Gehlen;v; at 65;‘" Is : leaving the 
‘■pOst.'^of chifef . of B N p, West 
^Gcmahy’S '^equival^^ of M I 6, 
rirtiputedl^^^^^ largest; and 

; technical ly:5:";t^ . best-equipped 
; spy -otg^ahisalion . outside the 
^ 'CMiandrRussia'SvKG^B^^^ 

^ ' ^ Hitler’sVf^^^ ‘oh the 

Red been’! under a 

■^otfempbrary^ -which has not ' 
^beem'cofmipl^tely; lifted even by 
his ; discb of ' the d ale of th e 

’.pu tbrea lc> of . th e ^ Isr/ieH-Egy pt 
' ''"War ;;five - days before i it hap- 

' ^^TheTclohd it 
,was;;dikoycred 'that>hisMasslve 
V “ £8 t^fnhlioH^tf^ num- ' 

bered'toWevel - Russian 
5 among 

^ j.; hasr^also^heverfiT^ ;from 
thfefisiumbf^fj^ tq^po^tv in 
^4adyan;ceiythb^ e 



i'^RiissUrii^^ 

, ‘any CommpnlsVbgbriti^ 


brfcaptured’hlm'.; A::humber of 
attbihpts^^bh his; lifethave been 
' made^ and*;<tht - ’Rum I ans also 
: aw^j^ted-Hb V Idre ihlm from 
’-(Rity-nhi'oiigh'^ girls. 

:ha8:>;/agehtsj’,thl^^ 

' :^'?r'brld;;hi8 mMUfiBrltish bur eaux» 

*: acbbrdidfej’to a map . som e yea ry 

agd;.weteVini London- and Huil: 


Gehlen was chief of Hltlj^s 
military espionage in Ri^ia 
as the war ended. . He and 
his friend and successor, 54-year- 
’ old Lieutenant-General Gerhard 
We&sel, were by then plan- 
ning the switchover which 
; was to put them at the head of 
their country’s Intelligence net- 
work once Hitler was .gone. 

, Gehlen hid with his group 
, near Lake Schlier in Bavaria 
until the. Americans arrived, 
and then calmly : handed 
the plans of Germany’s entire 
military and spy network in 
Easterii Europe. 

He accepted; the . Americans* 
.offer of a job, with a*budget of 
$3.5 million a year, -on toee- 
conditions: that his espiona^ 
organisation should 'never: ^ 
used against Germany,.^ that. 
should employ only -GerifiartSr. 
and that it' should wcTrk^fqr the 
Americans only until West Ger- 
many: again , became:. .indepen- 
dent The Americans agreed. 

Later, he set up hundreds 
of ' phoney commercial firms 
wherever . he needed -ah esplon - 1 
age.; bureau;. fBut^'jbven^fbyv the 
1950s the -Russlaihi* were worm- 
ing their Informers into 'the 
network. 

When the Americans handed 


back Gehlen and .his.^spies to 
th e W est Gbrin ahs'h^kept dose 
ties with -V the "'C I A -^rid the 
Pentagon. But. Ws . reputation 
with; the present .West German 
Chancellor., suffer^ under Dr 
Kiesinger’s ■ ’ general scepticism 
again^ anything he is told: by ' 
the "spooks'/ until it ts . con- 
firmed, /and Ihq. Socialists’ now 
in the Government resent' 
Gehlen’s refusal to put theni'ron 
his secret.: -mailing list when 
they were In 'opposition;- = i? 

Gbh'len’s reccnt^ intelligcnce 
. Information presents , .a reso- 
lutely, gloomy picture of Soviet 
intentions. 

The, dapper . General Wessel, 
who. during his four-year stay In 
Washington, learnt how impor- 
tant the. public Iraaite/. of... a 
n a Uoil aL 

; . tlon can be'^ri'lidSw 
' ' ’ Of th 

Cjearily than .. bii./ rather self- 
^fghtcbuscpi'iwbiS^ • y 
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